
Our Mission 
TechStart Education Foundation is a 501(c)3 

nonprofit that promotes wider access to 

technology education for K-12 students in 

order to strengthen the skills they need to 

thrive in the global economy. 

Our Vision 

We envision each Oregon K-12 school as a place 

where all students have unsurpassed opportunity to 

engage in hands-on technology experiences that 

nurture their passion for technology and better  

prepare them for the future. We view technology 

education as a vehicle to transform how students 

learn, to sharpen their thinking and to influence 

their success beyond graduation. 

What We Do 

TechStart provides  

educational opportunities 

designed for the 21st  

century to students and 

teachers.  This holistic 

approach ensures that:  

 Teachers are not just knowledgeable about 

technology, but also know how to use it to 

incorporate teamwork, critical thinking,  

problem solving and creativity into their lessons. 

 Students use technology in a hands-on  

environment to demonstrate what they have 

learned and to find creative solutions to  

problems. 

We invite you to learn more about TechStart's  

programs and how we are building a solid  

foundation of essential skills for today’s students 

and tomorrow's workforce. 

Phone: (503) 228-5440 

Fax: (503) 228-5411  

Email: info@techstart.org  

 

Visit us online at TechStart.org 

111 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 120 

Portland, OR  97204 

Build a foundation 

Awaken a passion 
“TechStart’s teacher training allows us to learn 
what our peers are doing, see others’ ideas and 
get feedback about what we are doing with our 
students. 
 

 

- Kathy Soderstrom, Marion Elementary School 

“Technology thrives on innovation. 
Without creative minds thinking  
outside the proverbial box and  

expanding the borders of  
technological limitations, the  

industry would become stagnant.”  
 

Jacob Sowles, Canby High School 
2008 Oregon Student Technologist of the Year  

Honorable Mention 



Our Programs  2008 Highlights  Invest in Our Future  

The need for students to develop teamwork, 

critical thinking, creativity and problem solving 

skills is greater than ever before.  Technology 

education not only increases studentsõ technical 

abilities, but also teaches them these essential 

skillsñenabling them to compete and succeed in the 

global economy. 

Help TechStart nurture a passion for technology 

among students and build a foundation of critical skills 

for Oregonõs future workforce.  

During 2009, you have an opportunity to double 

your gift!  All donations will be generously matched 

up to a total of $25,000.  Every dollar counts!  You 

will be recognized as a donor on our website and in 

our annual report.  

 

Your contribution will help us :   

 Expand SuperQuest, our professional  

development series for K-12 educators. 

 Add a middle school division to the Oregon 

Game Project Challenge (ogpc).  

 Enhance our teacher trainings to attract more 

math and science, and elementary school 

teachers. 

“I feel so challenged, empowered, thrilled and  excited 
after attending SuperQuest! Thank you TechStart!” 
 

- Stacy Boost, Butte Creek Elementary 

Our flagship program, SuperQuest, provides needed 

professional development for technology teachers and 

teachers interested in integrating technology into 

their curriculum.  

Educator Professional Development  

TechStart targets four key areas to strengthen 21st 

century skills: 

Ecosystem Development  

TechStart creates a supportive ecosystem for  

technology education by recognizing teaching  

excellence with the Oregon Technology Educator of the 

Year award, researching technology education gaps 

and creating partnerships to fill these gaps.  

“The Technology Educator of the Year award brought 
attention to our robotics program, and introduced us to 
industry professionals and enthusiasts willing to help 
us gain more knowledge and access more resources.”  
 

- Alan Cunningham, Arlington High School 
2008 Oregon Technology Educator of the Year  

Educator Professional Development  

 Expanded SuperQuest geographically and increased 

attendance by 30% from 2007.   

 Hosted three five-day and two one-day workshops 

at seven locationsñfrom Hillsboro to Klamath 

Falls, OR. 

Advanced Technology Student Enrichment  

 Launched the first annual Oregon Game Project  

Challenge (ogpc)—Oregonõs only state-wide  

programming competition for high school students.  

 Reached over 100 Oregon high school students 

stretching South to Coos Bay and East to Bend. 

 Awarded two high school seniors pursuing 

post-secondary education in technology-related 

fields with $5,500 in scholarship funds. 

Direct Program Support  

 Funded five Oregon schools, 

from communities such as Central 

Elementary in Albany, OR, to 

urban schools like Cleveland High 

School in Portland with  

mini-grants, ranging from $600-

1,000. 

 Funds went to projects and activities that engage 

underrepresented populations in science,  

technology, engineering and math (STEM). 

“TechStart offers a wealth of resources!  SuperQuest is 
an opportunity for colleagues to share ideas and  
information. The projects we work on are student  
projects that we use in the classroom.”    
 

- Carol Kilfoil, West Salem High School 

By offering direct funding for teachers to implement 

specialized technology programs, TechStart is able to 

engage more students in technology learning.  

Direct Program Support  

“TechStart’s equity mini-grant program has  
empowered me to build a solid, hands-on robotics 
curriculum and helped me secure additional funding 
for traditionally underserved populations.” 
 

- Mark Gullickson, Central Elementary School 

Ecosystem Development  

 Recognized two teachers for their excellence in  

technology education. 

 Provided award recipientsõ schools with $1,500 to 

support their technology programs. 

Ǐ  Innovator:  $1,000 +  

Ǐ  Benefactor:  $500 -999  

Ǐ  Patron:  $250 -499 

Ǐ  Supporter:  $100 -249 

Ǐ  Friend: Up to $99  

Advanced Technology Student Enrichment  

ñI believe I have a lot to offer as a young woman going 
into a male-dominated career and industry with  
different ideas and problem solving approaches to 
share.”           

- Sabrina Houser, North Salem High School 
                   2008 Oregon Student Technologist of the Year 

TechStart hosts two annual programming challenges, 

such as the Oregon Game Project Challenge (ogpc),  

designed to deepen computer science knowledge.  

Each year, we recognize one high school senior with 

the Oregon Student Technologist of the Year award, 

which includes college scholarship funds. 

Please mail donations to: 

TechStart Education Foundation 

111 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 120 

Portland, OR  97204 

or 

Donate online at techstart.org. 


